
Applied Diploma in Criminology

• Criminology (from Latin crīmen, "accusation"; and Greek -λογία, -logia) 
is the scientific study of criminal behaviour, on individual, social and 
natural levels, and how it can be managed, controlled and prevented.

• This course will enable students to use theories of criminality to analyse 
criminal situations and make recommendations for policy. Students 
also develop the knowledge and skills to research policy in practice, 
assess campaigns for changes in awareness and examine information to 
review verdicts in criminal cases.
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The following units are covered over the course.
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What skills will I develop? 

The study of Criminology will equip you with a wide range of transferable 
skills: 
• the ability to complete project-based research, and to present it
• the ability to collect, analyse and interpret data effectively 
• the ability to construct well-informed and reasoned arguments 

substantiated by relevant evidence 
• the ability to learn independently 
• the ability to work alongside other colleagues in a professional 

environment 
• the ability to apply your learning in vocational contexts. 
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Careers with Criminology.

Criminology can open the door to an array of career paths that require 
understanding of the criminal justice sector. 

These may include careers in the police force or in police support roles, the 
field of forensic psychology, social and probation work or the prison 
services. 



You be the judge!

Give Criminology a go and explore crime and punishment.

Take the role of the judge and make your own sentencing decisions!

http://ybtj.justice.gov.uk/

http://ybtj.justice.gov.uk/


Crime and the Media

Crime is represented everywhere in the media – 25% of all television is about crime, it 
dominates newspaper headlines, some of the most popular video games are about 
crimes and we even see it on social media.

How many of films and television programmes have you seen which focus on crime? 

What interested you about them? 

Do you think they represent crime accurately? 

How does this affect what we think about crime?



Why I love Criminology…
I would describe Criminology as…
An intriguing subject, that always leaves you wanting to learn more. It teaches you things you 
never knew you needed to know and it challenges your knowledge everyday.
The topics which I have really enjoyed studying are…
Learning about the Crown Prosecution Service, this has made me want to work within the CPS as 
an advocate which means I get to be in the court and see how cases are solved. 
A particular lesson/activity which created a love of Criminology was…
In year 12 when we were creating posters and campaigns on certain crimes for example, I did my 
poster about hate crime because I felt that hate crime was a crime that is not taken seriously.
I would describe being a Criminology student as…
Fun and independent. Fun because we learn something new everyday and if you’re a crime lover 
like me, learning about a variety of crimes and how they are dealt with is exciting. Independent 
because a lot if the work you complete is independent work and you get to learn in your own 
creative way which I love.
My next steps as a Criminologist is…
To go to university to study Criminology, take a year abroad and gain more knowledge on crime so 
that I can follow my career dreams and work in the CPS.
My advise in the future for pupils wishing to study Criminology is..
Make sure you complete your independent learning as this is key to developing a deeper 
understanding of crime.

Mame Offei.

Year 13 Criminology 
Ambassador.



Why I love Criminology…
I would describe Criminology as…
Captivating subject as once's your learnt about one thing you don’t just stop there you will end up doing further 
research into the subject/topic. This subject teaches you everything you will need to know and can be used in 
day to day life, like different laws and see how people act and compare that to social norms or theories.
The topics which I have really enjoyed studying are…
The crown court and magistrates court as there are so many roles within the system and learning about what 
each person does, how they deal with suspect and victims. By studying this it gave me a insight to what it would 
be like to have either job or even just be asked to be part of a jury.
A particular lesson/activity which created a love of Criminology was…
Creating a campaign as we was able to create something we had an interest in and express it in a way we 
thought was right, for example in the exam I did it on honour crimes as I felt that it was something that wasn’t 
talked about enough. It needed attention so other people can watch out to see if its happening in their 
communities. 
I would describe being a Criminology student as…
Someone who has passion. I feel to be a successful student you need to want to study the subject even if you just 
like watching documentary to do with crime, it all helps when learning about it as you are able to apply what to 
you making you more interested.
My next steps as a Criminologist is…
To attend university to study criminology and criminal justice, hopefully to have a professional placement where 
I am able to get an idea of what my future will be like. My career plan is go down the path of a youth worker.
My advise in the future for pupils wishing to study Criminology is..
Make sure you complete all your work within the time set so you have time to go back and make sure you have 
everything you need done.

Cydney-Ann Kimberley

Year 13 Criminology 
Ambassador



Have more questions to ask?

• Come to the Social Science Department in S111 and speak to Mrs Shepherd, Mr Knight, 
Miss White and Mrs Dennis. We are happy to talk to you more about the course.

• Send us a message on itslearning or send an e-mail with your questions to: 
paul.knight@st-pauls.org.uk

• Speak to the subject ambassadors. They will tell you more about what it is like to study 
Criminology .

• Take a look at the WJEC Criminology specification using the link below: 
https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/21xjkr24/wjec-applied-diploma-in-criminology-spec-e-
03-06-2020.pdf

mailto:paul.knight@st-pauls.org.uk
https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/21xjkr24/wjec-applied-diploma-in-criminology-spec-e-03-06-2020.pdf

