
Celebrating 
World Book Day
When you see Lady Macbeth, Sherlock Holmes, 
Gandalf or Coraline teaching a lesson it has to be 
World Book Day. It was wonderful to celebrate the day, 
with many of our staff dressed up as their favourite 
literary characters. Students were  invited to guess 
these characters and win tokens for our amazing book 
vending machine, which has been generously funded 
by the PTA. We also had a ‘design your own bunting’ 
competition, where students decorated bunting, 
inspired by their favourite book. All around the school, 
our teachers immersed their classes in World Book Day 
activities to share our love of reading with everyone 
here at St Paul’s.

On Pi Day, students were buzzing from all the 
creative and collaborative work they did in Maths. It 
was good to see the vibrant atmosphere in classes 
while students solved mathematical problems. Also 
during Maths Week, four year 8 pupils took part in 
the Year 8 MK Maths Challenge at Kents Hill School. 
The evening was a series of challenges and problem 
solving activities involving teams from secondary 
schools across the city. St Paul’s were victorious, 
winning by just one point. Each of the pupils won 
an X-Box and thoroughly enjoyed the evening. 
Congratulations to the St Paul’s team. 

Dear Parents and Carers,
We have thoroughly enjoyed the Lent Term at St Paul’s. Despite continuing Covid absences, we have been 
able to enjoy getting back to some sense of normality. Children have been able to play in a wider range of 
sporting fixtures and competitions, and school trips have begun again. We have even been able to provide 
the opportunity for children to go on residential visits. Sixth Form students have been able to begin their 
service to the school again and have provided vital support in lessons for our younger students. All of these 
things contribute to the rich and diverse educational and social experiences that we want to provide for our 
children. This is what is at the heart of the holistic education that we want to provide your children and that 
has been so sorely missed over the last two years.
We end this term with a sense of hope and optimism that we can quickly move forward and recapture more 
of what is so special about St Paul’s. I wish you a happy and holy Easter.
Yours sincerely

Jo-Anne Hoarty
Headteacher
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Space Theme For British 
Science Week
Mars Day fell during British Science Week and Years 7 
and 8 were able to use the Science telescope to find and 
view posters featuring Mars on the fence on the other side 
of the sports field (approximately 230 metres away). The 
older year groups also explored Mars related activities: 
they completed the Martian challenge, mission to Mars 
and decoded messages to Mars. All year groups have 
explored different Science based careers from the most 
commonly known to some really bizarre ones that most 
pupils hadn’t heard of! Thank you to our Post 16 Science 
Ambassadors for their help with these activities.

Students Explore Trinity 
College Oxford
Mrs Albone’s Year 12 group were invited by Trinity College Oxford 
University to spend the day with them. They were the first ever 
people to use their brand new auditorium where they were given 
an overview of the UCAS process and the opportunities at Oxford 
University, a Q and A session with current undergraduates and 
a tour of the college. Students were then treated to lunch in the 
medieval dining hall before visiting the Ashmolean Museum for a 
learning session on the Age of Exploration. Students were given 
the opportunity to explore some Renaissance art and then handle 
some ancient artefacts such as Egyptian mirrors! Issie Richardson 
and Sarafina Otis, two former St Paul’s students who are now 
second year undergraduates joined the group and chatted with 
them about their experiences. 

Student Leaders Appointed

Students in all year groups have been appointed as Student 

Leaders to help them to develop their leadership skills and 

promote the school community in a variety of ways.

Jo-Anne Hoarty, Headteacher, said: “I have been delighted 

by the enthusiasm with which students in each year group 

have applied for the positions of Student Leaders. It shows 

that they have a deep sense of pride in their school and 

I look forward to seeing what the successful candidates 

contribute to our community.”

Student Leaders will perform a variety of roles including 

representing their year group at events and leading  

by example in the way in which they conduct themselves 

in school.

Football Tournament 
Supports #LetGirlsPlay
Around 100 students in Years 7 to 9 played in a mixed 
team football tournament intended to celebrate girls 
in football and encourage more girls to play as part 
of the #LetGirlsPlay campaign. We were delighted to 
welcome Jon Denwick, Girls RTC Centre Manager at 
MK Dons SET, and Mollie Coupar, striker for MK Dons 
Women who presented awards and scouted for any 
outstanding talent at St Paul’s.

Miss Patel, PE 
Teacher, said: 
“We thought 
it would be a 
good idea to mix 
the boys and 
girls to develop 
confidence, 
promote 
inclusion and 
remove the 

gender stigma that is often linked 
with football. It was great to see so many of our 
students participating so enthusiastically”
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Lent Fundraising

Year 8 and 9 Triumph in MK Schools’ 
Basketball Championship

Lenten fundraising has been in full swing 
this term with year groups raising funds for 
a charity or charities they have chosen to 
support. These are:

• Year 13 - Al’s Pals, supporting all cancer 
patients in Milton Keynes at home or in 
hospital through a buddy scheme. 

• Year 12 - Willen Hospice, the only 
adult care Hospice in Milton Keynes 
delivering compassionate, personal 
end of life care at the Hospice and in 
people’s homes.

• Year 11 - Diabetes UK and Save the 
Children, supporting people living with 
diabetes in the UK and working in over 
100 countries to make sure children are 
fed, learning and treated fairly.

• Year 10 – Young Minds, a mental health 
charity providing support to children, 
young people and their parents. 

• Year 9 – Niamh’s Next Step, helping 
children and families affected by 
Neuroblastoma.

• Year 8 – The Bus Shelter MK, 
providing shelter, food and support 
for rough sleepers looking to make 
the right progress toward a life of 
independence away from the streets.

• Year 7 – VICTA, a national charity 
that provides support to children  
and young adults from 0 to 29 who 
are blind or partially sighted and  
their families.

Fundraising activities included Krispy 
Kreme sales, basketball shoot outs,  
guess how many sweets in a jar, spare 
change collections, collecting gold and 
silver coins in a jar, sponsored silences,  
a keepie uppie challenge, and hot  
chocolate and cake Fridays. 

Anne Hoskins, Senior Chaplaincy and 
Pastoral Assistant, said: “We also had 
whole year pushes for MK Food Bank,  
have sent money to the Disasters 
Emergency Committee’s Ukraine 
Humanitarian Appeal and will be  
raising further money next term.”

Congratulations to our Year 8 and 9 
basketball teams who triumphed in 
the recent MK Schools Basketball 
Championship. 

Year 8 are also entered into the Jr NBA 
tournament, a national tournament 
which is split into regional areas.  St 
Paul’s is competing against five other 
schools in MK and we have already won 
the first two games in our group. Each 
school has been given a brand new kit 
which represents one of the 30 NBA 
 

teams, ours is the Minnesota 
Timberwolves kit.

St Paul’s won this tournament three 
years ago with our current Year 11 
students. At that time the team included 
one of our basketball stars Kofi Asare, 
who recently left the school to play 
basketball on a full scholarship in 
America.  Who knows, perhaps one of 
these up and coming Year 8 basketball 
stars could be our next Kofi!

Every student has received their own reusable 

water bottle as part of an initiative to encourage 

them to drink water regularly, and to cut down on 

the use of single use plastics. The bottles have 

been kindly funded by the PTA.

PE Teacher, Mr Cooke, said: “Drinking more water 

has many proven benefits that will help students’ 

health and improve their cognitive skills, mood 

and alertness. We hope that having their own 

bottle will get them into the habit of drinking water 

during the day and that this will have a positive 

effect on their health and wellbeing, helping them 

to feel and perform better.”


