
 

 

 

4th February 2022 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers  

 

This week we have seen a sharp increase in Covid cases in years 7 to 11.  There has also been an 

increase in staff absence relating to this.  We have worked really hard to ensure that we can cover 

lessons so that we did not have to send year groups home to learn remotely.  Thank you for your 

support with increasing the rate of home testing and being increasingly vigilant regarding symptoms in 

your children.  Hopefully this support, and the half term break, will help to cause a break in the infections 

that are occurring.  I have been in regular consultation with PHE who have reassured me that this 

picture is consistent with other schools in MK and that we have implemented everything that they would 

suggest.   

Staff have been working hard on the next set of Progress Checks which are due to be available to 

parents and pupils of Years 11 – 13 before February half term. The data and staff comments contained 

within these will form a valuable basis of the next Mentoring Evening discussions as well as providing 

key feedback and advice for subject improvements that pupils will be working on in the second half of 

this academic year. Progress Checks are now only released though the SIMs Parent App and you will 

receive an email letting you know when they are ready to view in the app. If you need any further support 

with getting the SIMs Parent App set up, please contact Josephine.Clark@st-pauls.org.uk 

During my walkabout to lessons this week I visited a Year 9 Horticulture group who were making a 

wormery.  They did an excellent job and their next task is to source some worms from the area outside 

my office!  It was really good to see children really engaged in purposeful learning in a very practical 

way.  Perhaps with the bee hives that we are planning, it is the start of the St. Paul’s farm that I have 

been dreaming about for a while! 

On Wednesday Year 8 experienced a careers workout which went extremely well.  A massive 

congratulations to our Year 8 Basketball team who won in the MK tournament on Monday evening, 

winning all of their games and beating Denbigh in the final.  The Year 10 basketball team won 37 – 27 

against Shenley Brook End.  The Year 8 netball team won 11 -2  against Stantonbury. 

This half term Middle Leaders have been working on their Department/Year group Development 

Plans.  These are due to me on Friday and inform our budget planning and improvement activities for 

2022/23.  The plans that I have reviewed so far have been excellent and indicate a great deal of very 

detailed thinking about how to secure the best education for your child.   

 

Next week we begin our Sixth Form interviews.  This is an important part of our recruitment process 

and provides dedicated time for each student to discuss their attainment and course choices.  It is also 
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a good opportunity to discuss aspirations for the future.  Our Sixth Form team always enjoy these 

conversations with our students.  

On Saturday Bronze Duke of Edinburgh students have a campcraft day.  We are very proud of the fact 

that we have been able to continue with our DofE activities throughout the pandemic rather than pause 

them.   

On Monday I will be working with members of the Leadership Team and representatives from Apple on 

our digital strategy for the future.  This will be an opportunity for us to do some futures thinking about 

the direction we want to take our school in terms of digital technology.  I am aware that many of you will 

have connections to companies relating to digital technology.  I would always welcome a conversation 

with parents about their ideas and experience so please do contact me if you have expertise in this 

area.  

With the advent of National Apprenticeship Week on February 7th I would like to take this opportunity to 

pass on some of the latest information regarding apprenticeships. The government provides a range of 

information on apprenticeships through its dedicated apprenticeships site 

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/ and a series of parent packs and other resources can be found at 

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/influencers/support-for-parents-and-guardians with the 

apprenticeship finder located at https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/browse-

apprenticeships. We would also like to give you advanced notice of the National Apprenticeship show 

that will be held at the Marshall Arena, Stadium Way W, Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK1 on March 16th and 

17th. 

The RE Department will be running after school revision sessions for Year 11 every Tuesday after half 

term. Please encourage your children to take advantage of these sessions. 

I have received a few reports of children vaping on the school bus and directly outside of school.  If 

children are identified doing this then it will be treated in the same way as smoking is dealt with.  We 

get very few incidences of smoking in this day and age and I would like to nip the rise in vaping in the 

bud very quickly.   Please do discuss the implications of this activity with your children.   

I hope that you all have a lovely weekend, especially now that it’s getting lighter in the evenings.   

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Jo-Anne Hoarty 

Headteacher 
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