
 

 

 

10th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

COVID-19 (Coronavirus) – Teaching and Learning Continuity Plan 

As previously advised in my earlier letters, I continue to receive regular updates from the Department 

for Education and Public Health England regarding the national picture and guidance for COVID-19.  

What has the school done so far? 

As you know, we have purchased hand sanitisers and distributed these around school. Each 

classroom has boxes of tissues and posters are on display throughout the school. We have also 

purchased anti-bacterial keyboard wipes to ensure computers are germ free when users are 

switched. This is not based on the advice of Public Health England but I do feel that it is good practice 

at all times, not just when the threat of a virus is present. Please continue to monitor your child’s 

health and call the NHS helpline on 111 should you be concerned about any symptoms. 

What will happen if someone at school contracts coronavirus? 

If a member of the school community were to be infected by COVID-19 we would keep parents fully 

informed of the advice that we receive and the action we would take. 

What will happen if the school has to close? 

Whilst it is not currently likely that schools in England will be required to close because of the COVID-

19 virus, I do want to reassure you that St. Paul’s Catholic School has a robust Teaching and 

Learning Continuity Plan in place to ensure that students in all Year Groups will be able to continue 

with their studies.  

How will my child be able to continue with their studies if the school is closed? 

Students will be able to work remotely via the internet using our VLE, itslearning. Please read the 

attached instructions for students and for parents/guardians about using itslearning in the event of a 

school closure.  

How will my child be able to contact teachers if they require any additional support? 

Students will be able to contact teachers through itslearning (see attached instructions). 
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What will happen to GCSE, BTEC and A-level exams? 

At this current time Ofqual, the body responsible for the conduct of external examinations, is advising 

schools to continue to prepare for exams and other assessments as normal. Ofqual is working closely 

with exam boards, other regulators and the Department for Education to plan for a range of scenarios 

and its overriding priorities are fairness to students this summer and keeping disruption to a minimum.  

It is still many weeks until exams start and Ofqual will issue updated advice if necessary, giving 

schools as much notice as possible. 

Is there a coronavirus helpline? 

The Department for Education coronavirus helpline can answer questions about COVID-19 relating to 

education and children’s social care. It is available by phone on 0800 046 8687 or by email: 

DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk . Opening hours are 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday). 

You can find the latest information for the public on the outbreak of coronavirus, including the current 

situation in the UK and information about the virus and its symptoms on the Government website here 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public. 

Go to NHS.UK/coronavirus for information about the virus and how to protect yourself. 

Please be assured that I will continue to monitor advice from the Department for Education and Public 

Health England and implement it as directed for the safety of all pupils and staff.  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mrs Jo-Anne Hoarty 

Headteacher 
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