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To all students leaving VI Form of our Catholic Schools  May 2021 

Dear Student, 

As your bishop I wanted to write to you as you leave one of our schools to send you my 
prayers and best wishes for the next stage of your journey. I hope that you will have 
enjoyed your time in Catholic education and that you will take away with you good 
memories of friends and staff. 

I realise that the last year has been very challenging for everyone in our schools with the 
CoVid pandemic. Thank you for all you have done at school and at home to support the 
school, and I am sure you want me to thank your family, teachers and all the staff for all 
they have done to help you. 

Reflecting on the pandemic Pope Francis has written a powerful book, Let us Dream. I 
think some of his words are just right for you at this time, setting out a way ahead for you.  
 “I see an overflow of mercy spilling out in our midst. Hearts have been tested.  
 The crisis has called forth in some a new courage and compassion, Some have  
 been sifted and have responded with the desire to reimagine our world; others have 
 come to the aid of those in need in concrete ways that can transform  
 our neighbour’s suffering. That fills me with hope that we might come out of this   
 crisis  better. But we have to see clearly, choose well, and act right. 
 Let’s talk about how. Let’s allow God’s words to Isaiah to speak to us :  
 Come, let us talk this over, Let us dare to dream.” [p.7] 

I hope that whether you are Roman Catholic or from another church or world faith that your 
time in one of our schools has allowed you to come closer to God, to know Jesus Christ 
more, as a way of living a good life. The Pope’s words challenge us all to move forward in 
the service of all people whom we believe are made equal in the image of God.  

You are now moving from a school environment into a new world, of higher education, 
other studies or employment. Some may even be taking advantage of a gap year. This is a 
very significant change and I hope and pray that what you have gained from your Catholic 
school will help you grow and develop into the person God wants you to be, finding 
personal fulfilment and contributing to a better world. 

I offer you, your family and friends my blessing for your future, 

✠  David J Oakley 
Bishop of Northampton
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