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To all students leaving Y11 of our Catholic Schools  May 2021 

Dear Student, 

As your bishop, I wanted to share some words with you as you leave Year 11 in your 
Catholic school, to send you my prayers and best wishes for the next stage of your 
journey. Some of you will stay on in your current school, some of you will move elsewhere. 
Wherever you go, I hope that you have enjoyed your time in your Catholic school, and that 
you will treasure good memories of friends and staff. 

I realise that the last year has been very challenging for everyone in our schools with the 
CoVid pandemic. Thank you for all you have done at school and at home to support the 
school, and I am sure you want me to thank your family, teachers and all the staff for all 
they have done to help you. Pope Francis has written an inspiring book about the 
pandemic, called “Let us dream” and he asks us to do just that. He asks us to think about 
how we can make the world a better place after all this suffering because, 
  
 “The heart of Christianity is God’s love for all peoples  
 and our love for our neighbours, especially those in need.” [p.119] 

You may not be a Catholic yourself, you may belong to another Christian Church or to 
another faith, but I hope that being part of your Catholic school has helped you to come 
closer to God, to know Jesus Christ more, as a way of living a good life. What is important 
is that you see how Christians try to follow the example of Jesus, and his call to love 
everyone, because every human being is made in the image and likeness of God. So as 
you leave our school Pope Francis also asks you to be someone who cares for others. 
This is what he says: 

 “Our greatest power is not in the respect that others have for us but in the    
 service we can offer others. In every action we carry out for the sake of    
 others we lay the foundations for restoring the dignity of our peoples and    
 communities , and in so doing allow us to better, heal, care and share” [p.127] 

Now you are moving into another period of your life, growing into adulthood. This is a very 
significant change and I hope and pray that what you have gained from your Catholic 
school will help you grow and develop into the person God wants you to be, finding 
personal fulfilment and contributing to a better world. 

        With every blessing for you, your family and friends and for your future, 

✠  David J Oakley 
Bishop of Northampton
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