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View from the Headteacher
Dear Parents/Carers

I am delighted to introduce this year’s Sixth Form annual report.  
The Sixth Form provision at St Paul’s is exceptional. Our Post 16 students 
represent the very best of our school values and they continuously strive  
to do the very best that is possible. Their individual and collective passion  
and dedication demonstrates a real commitment to themselves as learners  
and to our school community. 

Each student within our Sixth Form clearly has a thirst for learning that I hope will stay with  
them beyond their time at St Paul’s. Our Sixth Form students demonstrate the values of servant 
leadership on a daily basis and present themselves as exceptional role models for our younger 
students to emulate. I hope that you enjoy reading about some of the fantastic ways that our 
Sixth Form have contributed to the rich and diverse community of St Paul’s.

 
Jo-Anne Hoarty  
Headteacher

Please check our website st-pauls.org.uk for news 
and information about our Sixth Form. Keep in touch 
through social media. We’re on Facebook/stpaulsmk  
and Twitter/stpauls_mk, Linkedin and YouTube (search 
for St Paul’s Catholic School Milton Keynes for both).



St Paul’s Catholic School reported  
some outstanding achievements by 
students in their A Levels and vocational 
qualifications this summer. Students  
were going on to study a range of subjects 
leading to careers in areas including 
Engineering, Law, Medicine, Automotive 
and Transport Design, Property Finance 
and Investment, Dental Nursing, Computer 
Network Security and Marketing and 
Digital Communications.

This year, following the cancellation of 
examinations, grades were awarded through  
a process of teacher assessed grades, against  
a national standard and approved and awarded 
by the exam boards. Jo-Anne Hoarty said:  
“We are immensely proud of all the work and 
achievements of our students, especially after 
such a difficult and disrupted year. Our teachers 
have worked tirelessly to ensure students are all 
able to progress onto further education and 
study, and we look forward to seeing what they 
will achieve in the future. Congratulations to all 
our Post 16 students this year.”

Congratulations to every 
individual who has secured 
such excellent grades. We 
were particularly impressed by:

Chloe Laberinto, who gained 
A*AA and is studying Industrial 
Design at University of Arts, 
London.

Natalia Garcia Merlo, who 
received A*A*AA and is 
studying Psychology at King’s 
College, London. 

Yoofi Larbi, who achieved 
A*A*A*AA and is studying 
Biomedical Science at 
University of Warwick.

Gisela Ebulley, who gained 
A*A*A*A  and is studying Law  
at Durham University. 

Callum Morris, who has gained 
A*A*A*A and is studying 
Aerospace Engineering at 
Manchester University. 

Aimee Mossman, who gained 
A*A*A*A  and is studying Law  
at Durham University.

Edwin Nganga, who is 
studying Computer Science  
at University of Warwick having 
achieved A*A*A.

Maureen Onwunali who  
gained A*A*A*A  and is studying 
Politics and Sociology at 
University of Warwick.

Piotr Zychklinski who is 
studying Computer Science  
at University of Warwick having 
gained A*A*A*A.

Diego Jaumandreu Ondaro 
who is doing a Higher Level 
Apprenticeship at Deloitte UK 
having gained A*A*A*AB.

Declan Fernandes who  
gained A*BAA and is doing an 
apprenticeship at Network Rail.

Celebrating

Jo-Anne Hoarty, Headteacher at St Paul’s 
Catholic School, said: “Students have 
experienced an unprecedented and unique 
situation. It is important to remember that 
these results represent seven years hard 
work. Our students have worked incredibly 
hard to secure excellent grades that will 
enable them to move to their next steps.”

Outstanding A Level and 
vocational achievements

Handwritten cards  
bring seasonal cheer to 
care home residents

Students put maths 
skills into practice

Sixth Form students brought some seasonal cheer into the 
lives of more than 250 local care home residents by writing 
them Christmas cards containing thoughtful messages.  

The initiative was the idea of Miss Ellie Mann, Head of Year 12,  
and Pastoral Assistant, Miss McIntyre.  Miss Mann said: “During 
Advent our Post-16 students wanted to think of ways to show the 
local community that they are thinking of them, so in December 
over 250 residents of Milton Keynes care homes received hand-
written Christmas cards from our pupils. I would like to thank staff 
for their card contributions, the RE department for offering their 
lesson time, and the pupils for writing such heartfelt messages.”

The cards were distributed to five care homes in Milton Keynes 
giving residents time to open their cards and read their messages 
before Christmas.

Functional skills Maths students baked 
brownies, putting into practice the real life 
Maths skills they learned during the year. 
Maths teacher, Mrs Gouldsbrough, said: 
“The course develops students’ abilities to 
use Maths to solve real life problems, such 
as booking a holiday, scaling recipes up and 
down and organising personal budgets.”

We can confirm that the 
brownies were delicious!

Huge congratulations to Year 12 
student Tegan who passed her final 
two hour flying test to gain her 
Private Pilot Licence. This is a big step 
towards her becoming a pilot in the 
RAF and having a career in aviation. 
Thank you to Turweston Flying Club 
for the pictures.

Tegan takes to the skies



Students meet virtually with  
US politics and history experts
A Level Politics and History students had opportunities to meet 
virtually with a number of experts from the USA to learn about the  
US Court system, Black history and the American political system.

Jacob Wagner 
Jacob Wagner, a deputy clerk for the Federal District Court  
in Grand Rapids, Michigan, spoke to students about separation  
of powers and federalism in the US justice system. Students learned 
about how the US court works and how the job of being a clerk is  
a great way to help people!  Mr Wagner was very receptive to the 
students’ questions and was impressed by their knowledge and 
understanding of the US court system.  

Ernest Crim III 
Author, activist and educator, Ernest Crim III, spoke about his book, 
‘How Black History Saved my Life’ and his experiences in the USA 
with racism.  Mr Crim told of a hate crime he experienced and how 
his reaction to it was grounded in his study of Black history.  
 
Pride in himself and his history prevented him from reacting, 
instead, he decided to record the incident and pursue it through  
the court system.  He prevailed in his case and shared how that split 
second decision to dig deep inside himself really changed his life. 
The students were enthralled and found this event ‘refreshing’  
and ‘amazing’. It also led to them examining how their interactions 
with others can have a lasting effect on their lives.  Mr. Crim said: 
“With the depth of questions and interaction, I felt like I was talking 
to a group of university students.’’

Robert Markatos 
Robert Markatos is an Economics and US government teacher at 
Argo High School in Summit, Illinois.  He covered different political 
topics and explained institutions and processes of US government.  
Mr. Markatos discussed the polarised political climate in the United 
States and how that affects how people treat each other.  
 
The students said that they really appreciated being able to talk to 
someone who is living in the USA right now, someone who has 
experienced the Obama, Trump, and now the Biden administrations.  
Mr. Markatos was very impressed with our students’ maturity, 
political astuteness and ability to articulate their side of a debate.

Cat turns social entrepreneur 
to raise funds for MK hospital
Year 12 student Cat turned social entrepreneur during  
lockdown by creating a face covering business which raised £2,500 
for Milton Keynes Hospital Charity.

www.stitchedupbycat.com

While she was at home during the first lockdown she started 
sewing headbands which she donated to Milton Keynes 
University Hospital to make NHS staff feel more comfortable 
when wearing their protective face masks. This led to her setting 
up her own business ‘Stitched Up by Cat’ so that she could  
sell handmade face masks, with £2.50 from every sale donated 
to charity. Cat has already made well over 1,000 face coverings.

The Hospital’s Physio Rehab team planned to purchase 
additional gym equipment for COVID-19 patients, as well  
as other rehab patients. Reverend Sarah Crane, Lead Chaplain 
at Milton Keynes University Hospital, collected the cheque  
from Cat and said: “Thank you Cat for your amazing support, 
your generous contribution will be spent on purchasing 
equipment such as exercise bikes and weights which will benefit 
all our rehab patients.”

In addition to helping the Hospital, sales from Cat’s face masks 
have also raised £75 for the Royal British Legion (through the 
sale of poppy masks), and £150 for the family of a much loved 
member of staff at Paul’s who passed away.

Cat’s online shop can be found at

Cat said: “I’m so grateful to 
everyone who supported me 
through donating fabric and,  
of course, the many people who 
have purchased face masks and 
other items from my website. 
This has allowed me to help  
a number of good causes.”



Diego tackles procrastination 
for EPQ project

Doll making hobby inspires 
Roslyn’s EPQ project

Ball-jointed dolls (BJDs) are collectible items and 
can be very expensive, costing anywhere from 
£300 to £900. They can take years for sculptors  
to make, although Roslyn was exceptionally 
perseverant, practising her skills on base dolls 
before making her BJDs in about seven months.

Making the dolls is a complex process involving  
a number of steps including modelling the parts  
in clay, encasing them in silicone moulds and 
casting them in resin. Holes have to be drilled in 
the joints and the parts are then strung with elastic 
which allow the joints to move. The dolls’ faces 
have to be removable so that any stringing issues 
that occur can be fixed.  After this comes the 
challenging task of personalising the dolls with 
hair, facial features and costume.

Roslyn said: “It was a daunting and expensive 
process. I’ve never cast anything before and didn’t 
have the professional equipment some doll 
makers use to cast so I had had to use slow set 
silicone and slow set resin, angling the pieces to 
avoid any bubbles.”

To create her dolls’ faces Roslyn had to apply 
layers of sealant which allowed her to draw on 
facial features. She also made wigs for her BJDs, 
experimenting with a range of materials such as 
alpaca, yarn, mixed media and synthetic hair to 
create specific hair types. Utilising the skills she is 
learning through Textiles Roslyn made all her dolls’ 
clothing and found that working in miniature detail 
helped to refine her tailoring skills.

Doll making is a favourite pastime for Year 13 Art, Photography and Textiles student 
Roslyn, and this hobby inspired her EPQ project “Creating a bespoke ball-jointed doll”.

Diego was determined to stop dragging his feet when it came to getting  
on with both school and personal tasks and used his desire to destroy the 
procrastinator within himself as the inspiration for his EPQ project.

EPQs open doors to academic challenge
The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) allows students to embark on a largely 
self-directed and self-motivated project. Students can choose to work on any topic 
that is academically challenging and present their work in any appropriate format.

Two of our students produced exceptional projects this year.

Roslyn said: “Doing this project really 
helped me with my A Levels and it was 
important for me to be able to do 
something I enjoy. Being able to use my 
hobby for academic study has been great 
and I have been able to transfer skills that 
benefit my A Levels in Art, Photography 
and Textiles.”

Diego said: “For my EPQ it  
has been fun to learn how  
to record the videos and 
researching and learning  
the practical techniques for 
avoiding procrastination and 
organising my life has had a 
huge positive impact on the 
subjects I’ve been studying.”

The Year 13 student established a YouTube channel for his project  
and populated it with videos including how to get out of a rut, how  
to remember what you study, how to develop mindsets to beat 
procrastination, as well as tutorials on productivity and organisational 
apps such as Todoist and Time Tune. 

He admits that procrastination during his GCSEs meant that he only 
started revising three months before his exams. Although he achieved 
good grades he was determined not to let this happen again.

He did A Levels in Computer Science, Economics, Maths and  
Spanish and saw his EPQ as the perfect opportunity to research  
how to tackle procrastination, develop his thinking to help him choose 
the right career path and, through YouTube, bring value and make an 
impact on people’s lives.

Diego is now doing a higher level apprenticeship with Deloitte UK 
which will allow him to complete a degree while gaining practical work 
experience. 

His achievement is even more remarkable as when he joined  
St Paul’s in 2015, having previously lived in Spain, he spoke very little 
English. He spent time in the school’s EAL base, which helps students 
whose first language is not English, and said: “Mrs Reynolds in the 
base helped me so much – I would be so different without that help. 
 It has been good being at St Paul’s and I will miss the teachers, my 
friends and everything else but I’m ready for the next phase of my life.



Email: enquiries@st-pauls.org.uk
St Paul’s Catholic School, Phoenix Drive, Leadenhall, Milton Keynes MK6 5EN Tel: 01908 669735

Maureen’s poetry success

Former pupil runs 
workshop for fashion 
and textiles students

A poem by Year 13 student, Maureen Onwunali, so impressed 
the organisers of the MK: Diverse City Symposium, that she 
won a city wide competition and a video of her performing her 
poem was played at the virtual conference. 

The Symposium was an online event, led by pupils, that aimed 
to showcase and celebrate the best practice in promoting 
diversity in our schools, share learning opportunities to use 
and understand diversity and inspire us to take further action 
individually as schools, leaders and communities. Maureen’s 
poem expressed perfectly what it means to be part of our 
diverse community at St Paul’s. You can watch Maureen’s video 
on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKE79SBmdtw 

Maureen also enjoyed further poetry success when she won 
both the audience vote and the overall competition at the 
Roundhouse Poetry Slam 2021 in London.

We were delighted to welcome Ciara from Sew and 
Grow, one of Milton Keynes Christian Foundation’s 
social enterprises, to the school to run a natural dyeing 
workshop for A Level Fashion and Textiles students. 
Ciara is a former St Paul’s student so it was great to 
have her sharing her skills with our current learners.

Leavers’ barbecue

The last day of the Pentecost half term is always 
a poignant one as we say goodbye to our Year 13 
students but especially so during Covid times when 
students spent parts of the year studying from home. 
We were lucky to be able to mark Year 13’s time with a 
leavers’ assembly and a celebratory barbecue cooked 
and served for students by the Sixth Form team.


